July 24, 2010
Name
Postal Address

City, State Zip Code

Mayor Tom Bates

City of Berkeley

2180 Milvia Street
Berkeley, CA 94704

Attn: Mayor Tom Bates (mayor@cityofberkeley.info)


Dear Mayor Bates:

The City of Berkeley has long since prided itself upon its environmental stewardship.  Among many examples are: one of the nation’s first solid waste diversion programs, biodiesel for the city’s fleet, strong public transit access, two car-share programs, extensive bicycle amenities, creek daylighting and increased infill development. 
Berkeley also enjoys a large fleet of conventional taxi cabs – the “car-share before car-share” -- 120 at last count.  

These accomplishments all point to Berkeley as Green City USA.  Why then, does Berkeley disallow pedicabs, a green alternative transportation mode in terms of carbon energy, carbon emissions and low material inputs, from operating alongside bicyclists, biodiesel Mercedes Benzes, buses and taxis?

I believe the city would greatly benefit from further green credibility and as a tourist/play destination by allowing cycle rickshaws, or pedicabs, to operate on city streets. The city currently does not have any laws sanctioning pedicabs, and therefore does not allow them.

Many US cities play host to pedicabs including: San Francisco, San Diego, San Jose, Santa Cruz, San Luis Obispo, Sacramento, Walnut Creek, Portland, Eugene, Denver, Austin, New York City, Washington, D.C. and many others.  It is surprising and perhaps embarrassing that Berkeley’s finance/ permit office does not allow pedicabs to roll in Berkeley!  After all, the city graciously supports bicyclists with a Bicycle Master Plan, bike boulevards, and even has a bike courier service, Pedal Express. 

While all pedicabs should be able to operate throughout Berkeley, I am writing to you in particular to support Backseat, a fully insured pedicab company based locally in downtown Oakland. 

Backseat was founded by UC Berkeley graduate Kenneth Ott in winter of 2008.  Ott currently provides service in Uptown Oakland and charters public and private events throughout the Bay Area as well.  He is also involved with many local community efforts including partnerships with local businesses in Berkeley and Oakland. Ott is very interested in promoting green transportation in Berkeley as well as the Made in USA/ “Buy Local” movement, especially in providing transportation to and from the nearly opened Beehive Saturday Market on San Pablo. 

As symbols and tools of green transportation, pedicabs should be allowed to operate in Berkeley on city streets to provide regular taxi services as well as provide chartered service for special events including weddings, parades and other occasions provided that the operators are fully insured and licensed.

Thank you for your time and anticipated support regarding this matter.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions, or to contact Kenneth Ott of Backseat Driver Pedicab directly at 510-557-9150, or 510-545-CABS. 

Sincerely Yours,
Name

Phone

cc:
Nils Moe (nmoe@cityofberkeley.info), Assistant to the Mayor


Jennifer Cogley (jcogley@cityofberkeley.info), Sustainable Business Coordinator

P.S.  Some further facts for your consideration: 

Did You Know? Pedicabs are…

· greener than regular taxi cabs – being fully or partially human-powered;

· do not directly compete with taxi cabs (are restricted to flat terrain in a smaller radius); and

· provide jobs, cultural cachet, “last half mile” service and novelty to bar and restaurant connoisseurs, tourists, event-goers, children, elderly and the disabled.  

